
CONVERSATION WITH A BRACERO 

Aproblem that I had with a rancher was that 
they gave us an unappetizing lunch. They 
would give us an egg on a piece of bread, 

but we were used to having a taco. Also they 
would turn the lights off at eight o'clock because 
they did not want us to oversleep. 

From being an illegal to a bracero, it is better to be 
a bracero, because you feel more secure when you 
are a legal person. 

There were times that the company gave 
us room and board, but there were times 
that the ranch was too small, so we had 
to provide our own board and our own 
food. 

B I O G R A P H Y 

Manuel Aparicio was born on June 9,1922 in Jerez, Zacatecas 
Mexico. Mr. Aparicio had no intention of joining the Bracero 
Program until one day he went looking for a friend and found 
him at the recruitment center. Seeing all the men excited about 
traveling northward, that is when he decided to join. However, 
his parents did not want him to join the Bracero Program, espe-
cially his mother. After he got married he decided to join the 
Bracero Program for the first time. Mr. Aparicio went back and 
forth as a bracero between 1944 and 1954. He worked in many 
towns throughout the United States but his favorite place to 
work was in California. Years later in 1961 he brought his family 
to California when he recieved his permanent residency. 

BIOGRAFIA 

El senor Manuel Aparicio nacio el dia 9 de junio del 1922 en 
Jerez, Zacatecas Mexico. El senor Aparicio no tenia ninguna 
intencion de registrarse en el programa bracero hasta que un 
dia fue en busca de un amigo y lo encontro en el centro de 
contratacion. Estando alii y viendo que todos los hombres es-
taban registrandose, se convencio y se decido de inscribirse. 
En este tiempo su mama y papa no lo dejaban inscribir. Pero 
despues que se caso se vino de bracero por la primera vez. Sr. 
Aparicio fue parte de programa bracero por diez anos, del 1944 
al 1954. Trabajo en muchas partes del pais, pero le gusto mas 
a trabajar en California. Despues en 1961 se trajo a su familia 
cuando podia arreglar sus papeles de residencia. 

Un problema con un 
patron; Nos dieron 
un lonche malo, 

nos ponian un blanquillo 
en un pan, nosotros es-
tabamos acostumbrados a 
un taco*„nos apagaba la luz 
a las ocho segun para que no nos desvelaramos 

Hacer Ilegal o bracero, es mejor bracero porque es 
mejor arreglado porque asi se siente uno 
con mas seguridad* 

Hubo un tiempo que nos daban borde y la 
compania y hubo tiempos que donde avia 
ranchos chiquitos que nosotros haciamos 
y nuestro borde nuestro comida* 


